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maybe you just like change. You may
even have decided that you want to
start investing in real estate.

Whatever the reason, it'’s
important to do your homework
first, and to take one step at a time.
These days, many people start their
search for property by taking a look
at what’s available online. I knew |
was destined to be a Realtor when
my parents announced that they
wanted to move to town. I spent
hours on the Internet looking at
pictures, changing price ranges,
thinking about areas of town; and
then looking at more pictures,

midnight online tours did for me,
however, is give me a good idea of
what type of house could be
purchased at what price. So I
recommend checking out the many
Web sites that are available as a
good first step. Get to know the
market a little bit, and write down
the things you must have and would
like to have in a house.

Step 2: Don’t spend too much
time online without the help of a
real estate agent. With direct access
to the Multiple Listing Service, a
Realtor can help you further whittle
down your choices to those that

estate agent until you have had a
conversation with a mortgage
representative. By finding out how
much you can and want to spend,
how much money you may have to
bring to the table, and how much
your monthly payment will be, you
will be able to make much better
use of your online searches. Looking
at houses out of your price range
only wastes time. It's best to focus
on finding those homes that most
closely meet your needs/wants as
well as your budget.

Step 4: Now you have a general
idea of what is available, a budget

wants, and one that you can afford.
It’s time to make the offer and to
come to an agreement with the
seller. Your real estate agent and
your mortgage representative will
work closely with you and with each
other to make sure your purchase
takes place with as few bumps in the
road as possible,
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